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The Newsletter of the Department of Theatre Arts 
At Eastern Illinois University 
 
December 2006                                                                                                              Volume VI, Number 1 
View looking east from the 2nd floor cat 
walk.  Straight ahead is where the 
black box will be (in the sunlight empty 
space to the left), and you can see the 
west wall of new theatre, to the right is 
the entrance to Dvorak Hall, and to the 
left, upper floor area will be the college 
of Arts and Humanities offices, below 
is where  the multi-venue box office 
will be. 
 
Progress; Progress and 
still more…. 
 
The Doudna Fine Arts 
renovation project continues to 
grow. Plans this fall are to raise 
the entire steel structure and 
prepare the building for interior 
work this winter. The geometric 
steel roof structure is being 
raised over the main concourse 
and the metal framing for the 
tent roof over the stage box 
(proscenium theatre) is in 
progress. Windows and other 
openings surrounding the 
building are now lined with 
plastic sheeting and door ways 
are sealed. The concrete block 
and the old brick façade around 
the west side have been stained 
a dark umber and much of the 
western face of the building has 
been encased in its copper 
cladding.  
The old part of the building is 
seeing painting and dry wall 
work started. What was the 
“Studio Theatre” has been 
transformed into a series of 
offices and studios. The old 
main stage is becoming a state 
of the art recital hall. The 
balcony has been removed and 
the proscenium arch has been 
raised for better acoustics. 
 
The theatre wing continues to 
grow and rise out of what was a 
40 foot crater. Mechanical and 
plumbing work is continuing 
throughout the space.  Masons 
are completing the walls above 
the stage and around the Black 
Box. Forms and reinforcing are 
being installed in the stage area 
for the front part of the stage, 
these will support the traps.  
Concrete floors for the audience 
chamber (seating risers) have 
been poured and the floor of the 
studio is in place. Most of the 
roof structure over the 
performing spaces is in place. 
Additionally walls are in place 
that set off the movement 
studio, the four dressing rooms 
and the green room as well as 
the costume storage area and 
the costume shop. The second 
floor in this area will include 
offices for the design staff and 
the main office for the 
department.   The addition of a 
125 seat lecture hall will be the 
home of the new Art and 
Humanities Film studies minor.  
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOLS OF 
THEATRE VISIT 
 
The National Association of 
Schools of Theatre (NAST), 
founded in 1969, is an 
organization of schools, 
conservatories, colleges and 
universities. It has 
approximately 135 accredited 
institutional members. It 
establishes national standards 
for undergraduate and graduate 
degrees and other credentials.  
 
On November 9th and 10th the 
Theatre Arts Department was 
visited by a two member NAST 
team (Carlton Ward and David 
Bratt) for the on-site 
accreditation visit which is a 
part of accreditation process for 
the Theatre Arts Department.  
This process began 4 years ago 
with a consultant visit and the 
preparation of the internal self 
study, which is part of the 
review process. Team members 
visited classes, spoke with 
students and faculty and also 
met with the President and the 
Provost.  
 
The visiting team will generate 
a report that will be sent to the 
national office and the approval 
will be discussed at the March 
meeting of NAST.  
YOU AND EIU THEATRE 
ARTS 
 
As you know the past six years 
have taken this program on a 
journey away from the well 
known halls of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center to a new home, The 
Village Theatre.  The 
production facility on 18th 
Street has served the program 
well over that time. In the six 
years “out of pocket,” this 
program has produced: fifteen 
main stage productions, ten 
student directed one acts, and 
nine tour plays. The support of 
our students, faculty, staff, 
patrons, and alums has helped 
to keep this program moving 
forward.  
 
As the building project 
continues to move forward, 
there will be opportunities for 
each of you to become involved 
with supporting this new arts 
center. Many of you have asked 
what can be done to assist the 
program now. Your visits to the 
theatre and support of the 
program are welcomed and 
appreciated. Since becoming a 
department in the mid sixties 
the Theatre Arts Department 
has graduated over three 
hundred majors. These 
graduates are working across 
the country in all aspects of 
theatre and media production. 
So? What can you do now to 
help? 
 
It is hoped that each of you will 
take the time to visit EIU and 
see what the theatre is doing 
and to visit the new fine arts 
center. Professionals in the field 
can work with the program by 
visiting classes and sharing your 
knowledge and skills. Teachers 
in secondary schools can help 
by recommending EIU to your 
students who are looking at 
Theatre Arts as a possible 
college major. Your in-kind 
support of items for the shops 
and office is always 
appreciated. As state resources 
become more restricted, 
monetary gifts will help in 
continuing the work of the 
program. More and more your 
individual assistance will allow 
the program to grow and 
advance.  
 
If 300 friends, patrons, and 
alums would give a dollar a 
month, that would generate 
$3600.00 to support the work of 
the program.  If the same 300 
would donate $5.00 a month, 
that would generate $18000.00 
in support.   $18,000.00 in gifts 
would more than cover the 
annual production costs of the 
program.  As you can see even 
small gifts add up to make big 
things happen. 
 
All monies are placed in the 
Theatre Arts gift account and 
are used in a variety of ways. 
Production costs, student 
scholarships, equipment and 
travel have all benefited from 
your gifts. As always, your 
support is welcomed and greatly 
appreciated  
 
THEATRE MAJORS 
AUDITION FOR 
GRADUATE SCHOOLS AT 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
 
    On Friday, November 3, four 
theatre arts majors— Katy 
Hawley, Garin Jones, Hayley 
Lutz, and Amanda Miller— 
traveled to Alexandria, 
Louisiana to audition for 
graduate programs in theatre in 
the Southwestern United States 
and beyond.  The trip was 
coordinated by faculty member 
Chris Mitchell, who is also a 
board member of the Southwest 
Theatre and Film Association, 
the sponsoring organization for 
the auditions.  In auditioning for 
graduate programs in acting, all 
four students were required to 
perform a two-minute audition 
consisting of two contrasting 
monologues (plus 16 bars of a 
song, if desired).  Amanda 
Miller, in addition, presented a 
costume design portfolio for 
consideration for graduate 
programs in that field.  
Following the auditions, all four 
of our students were called back 
for on-the-spot interviews with 
several prominent institutions, 
including Texas Tech 
University (Lubbock, TX), 
Louisiana Tech University 
(Ruston, LA), and the School 
for Film and Television (New 
York, NY).  EIU Theatre had 
the largest institutional showing 
for the graduate auditions. 
 
 
 
JERRY VAN DYKE VISITS 
WITH THEATRE 
STUDENTS 
 
Actor Jerry Van Dyke talked 
with Theatre students during his 
visit to Eastern on Friday, 
October 20 while in town for 
Homecoming Weekend.  Mr. 
Van Dyke served as the Grand 
Marshall for the parade. 
FALL 2006 SEASON 
 
(Tim Lindeman, David Wolski, Chris 
Wiebler, Jake Senesac) 
 
A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum opened 
the Fall 2006 season.  Jean 
Wolski directed the musical 
comedy set within a colorful 
trailer park environment. 
 
Chris Wiebler stole the show as 
Pseudolus (per the reviews) 
with Professor David Wolski 
doing some song and dance.  
Katy Hawley, Brian Aycock, 
Jake Senesac, Brendan Hughes, 
Scott Podraza, Timothy 
Lindeman, Stephanie Leasure, 
Bailey Murphy, Hayley Lutz, 
Courtney Meyer, Fay Vayner, 
Megan Loddeke, Aubrey 
Wiggs, Megan Gabor, Cyndi 
Golata, and Leslie McGinnis all 
made this show not only sold-
out but held over for an 
additional performance!!!  This 
hasn’t been done in over 20 
years.   
 
 
(Ryne McCormick, Rich Aguillera, 
Garin Jones) 
 
Clarence Blanchette directed 
students in a strong 
performance of The Birthday 
Party written by 2005 Nobel 
Prize winner for Literature, 
Harold Pinter.  Cari Maher, 
Robert Mendoza, Rich 
Aguilera, Amanda Miller, Ryne 
McCormick and Garin Jones all 
had stellar performances in a 
play that’s often leaves 
audiences saying “huh?”.  
   
A special tribute was held for 
Lucinda “Lucy” Gabbard 
during the production of The 
Birthday Party November 10-
14.    The tribute included 
photos from her late-in-life 
acting career, photos from 
previous productions of The 
Birthday Party, one of which 
John Malkovich performed in, 
and previous show reviews.  
The audiences had many 
comments on the depth of the 
display. 
 
Senior Mike Denofrio provided 
biographical information as 
Assistant Dramaturg under the 
supervision of Dr. Chris 
Mitchell. 
 
FALL STUDENT 
DIRECTED ONE ACTS 
 
Seniors Scott Podraza, Kathryn 
“Katy” Hawley and Stephanie 
Leasure made their directing 
debut December 1-3 with three 
individual shows in one night. 
 
 
(Leslie McGinnis, Abigail Carter) 
 
Scott Podraza’s selection of 
‘dentity Crisis by Christopher 
Durang was an inventive, antic 
and mercilessly revealing black 
comedy, which dealt harshly 
with the pretensions of modern 
psychiatry.   
 
(Megan Gabor, Hayley Lutz, Bailey 
Murphy) 
 
Haiku written by Kate 
Snodgrass gave Katy Hawley a 
directing challenge.  The one-
act play was about a poet with 
two daughters who attributes 
her volumes of haiku to her 
autistic daughter. 
 
 
(Ryan Peternell, James Kuper, Rachel 
Veach) 
 
Westley M. Pederson’s Take 
Five concluded the perfor-
mances as Stephanie Leasure 
directed her cast in this 
delightful comedy of a play 
within a play.  The play was 
filled with surprises and zany 
characters.  
 
Children’s Theatre Tour 
 
(Megan Gabor, Andrew Sutherland, 
Abigail Carter, Leslie McGinnis, 
Cyndi Golata) 
 
Pictured above is a scene from  
In Search of the Golden 
Teardrop, the Children’s 
Theatre Tour Group, Fall 2006.  
In five days, they traveled 
across 6 counties playing to 
approx. 1500 children.  This 
year’s tour was directed by 
Mike Denofrio under the 
supervision of tour director, 
Mary Yarbrough.
EIU THEATRE STUDENTS 
ATTEND ACTF 
 
Jean and David Wolski will be 
attending the Region III 
American College Theater 
Festival on January 10-14, 2007 
with a party of theatre students 
in tow.  This year the festival 
will be held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  Irene Ryan 
nominees are Cari Maher and 
Ryne McCormick (The 
Birthday Party), Katy Hawley 
and Garin Jones  (Menaechmi), 
and Brian Aycock and Bailey 
Murphy (Student Directed 
One-Acts).  
 
Fay Vayner will be competing 
in makeup design. 
 
 
 
2ND THEATRE ARTS 
UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 
 
(Back Row: Diedre Mapes, Andrew 
Moeggenborg, Front Row: Evan 
Couzens, Susie Woo, Stephanie 
Gilbert) 
 
The Second Annual Theatre 
Arts Undergraduate Research 
Symposium garnered the efforts 
of 5 undergraduates with paper 
topics ranging from the 
architecture of Epidarus to 
reflections on Hamlet, the 
scholar.  Evan Couzens was 
selected as the outstanding 
scholar with his paper "The 
Multi-Faceted Malvolio" and 
received a certificate and cash 
award. 
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 
 
Jayne Ball-Saret (1977) – 
Grand Ball Comes of Age 
 
“A Business like that won’t fly in 
a town like Charleston.  You’d 
have to be in New York or 
Hollywood.” 
 
Jayne knew what the naysayers 
didn’t:  the exact number of 
potential customers she had 
turned away because she was 
working a full time job and 
couldn’t fill the orders by the 
needed deadlines.  She also knew 
that if a customer got exactly 
what they wanted for a 
reasonable price, shipped to their 
door, they wouldn’t care where it 
came from.  And if they were 
happy, they would come back.   
 
Armed with this information, 
Grand Ball Costumes began in a 
house on Madison Avenue in 
Charleston in 1985.  The 
costumes that were requested 
most often were built and the 
stock expanded as orders came 
in.  Jayne approached schools, 
colleges, theatre groups, and 
promotion companies to offer her 
services of providing the right 
thing to wear to express any 
character or situation.  She 
explained that if she didn’t have 
what they needed in stock, she 
would build it for them.  The 
customer would pay for the 
materials, and when their event 
was over, the costumes would be 
returned to her for cleaning and 
storage.  This got her work 
viewed by the public and helped 
amass the current inventory of 
over 60,000 costumes. 
 
The business quickly outgrew the 
house and needed a more 
appropriate business location.  
Jayne’s realtor set out looking for 
the right place – one with a shop 
area and a large warehouse.  She 
got a call one day that said, “I 
found it!”  So, in 1994, Grand 
Ball Costumes moved to it 
current location at 609 Sixth St., 
just south of the Charleston 
square. 
 
Jayne credits her mom for putting 
her in 4-H at age 9 to learn to 
sew.  She studied theatre and 
costume design at EIU, earning a 
bachelor’s degree in 1977 and a 
Master’s degree in 1983.  These 
areas of study gave Jayne what 
she needed to help customers 
wanting costuming services.  A 
script is received for a show, with 
measurements and character 
assignments.  A production 
meeting is held to determine the 
director’s vision.  Then the 
challenge begins, to provide the 
right thing to wear that is 
historically accurate for the 
character’s age, sex, social status, 
and the season. 
 
Grand Ball has shipped show 
costumes from California to 
Maine.  Many of EIU’s graduates 
end up teaching across the nation 
and call for Jayne’s services 
where they are directing plays.  
She averages over 120 
productions a year, plus seasonal 
business for Halloween, 
Christmas, and Easter. 
 
The business is open year round 
by appointment, so Jayne can 
work with each individual 
customer without interruption.  In 
October, however, Grand Ball 
Costumes has regular hours for 
the public.  If you’re in town 
visiting, stop in and see Jayne’s 
world. 
Where are they now….. 
 
Tina Salamone (1981) – In 
addition to serving as the 
Technical Director at the 
magnificent Rialto Square 
Theatre – the Rialto being the 
BEST KEPT SECRET in all of 
the theatreworld! – she has also 
just been named as the Director 
of Programming.  In the 5 years 
she has acted as backstage 
liaison to the artists, she has had 
the pleasure of working with 
Bill Cosby, Joan Rivers, Jeff 
Foxworthy, Brad Garrett, Jerry 
Seinfeld, Ted Nugent, Weird Al 
Yankovic, and hundreds of 
others.  She states, "I have the 
BEST job(s) in the world!" 
 
 
Merel Ray-Pfeifer (1983) – 
Merel and her husband are 
expecting their first child, a son, 
to be born around January 3, 
2007.  She found out the day 
she came back from the Spring 
reunion.  It made the reunion all 
the more special and wonderful.   
 
Martin Stanberry (1984) – is 
the Artistic Director for HotCity 
Theatre (formerly HotHouse 
Theatre) in St. Louis, for which 
Donna Parrone (1978-1980) is 
the Director of Development.  
Both founded HotHouse in 
1997.  They would love to see 
any former EIU’ers at the 
theatre.  Go to 
www.hotcitytheatre.org for 
upcoming shows.  Make sure to 
e-mail us if you’re coming! 
 
Nancy Slusser (1984) – has 
been working professionally in 
the arts since graduation.  She 
and her husband, Louis,  
worked on Warrior at the 
prestigious Eugene O'Neill 
Theatre Conference this 
summer and then were a part of 
the show when it was presented 
in the 2006 New York Musical 
Theatre Festival this fall.  
Grammy winner, Marcus 
Hummon, (God Bless The 
Broken Road), was the author of 
Warrior, a piece about the life 
of Jim Thorpe, the famous half 
Indian athlete of the early 20th 
century. 
 
 
 
Amelia Heape (1994) – On 
August 14 Amelia began her 
duties as Director of Sales and 
Marketing for Theatermania. 
com.  The office of Theater-
mania is in NYC, but it’s a 
national company that lists 
theater everywhere.  It has a 
ticketing system like Ticket-
master® that is about to become 
a very big deal across the 
country.  Check out the site 
online and let me know what 
you think. 
 
Bryan Grossbauer (1998) – 
married Erin O’Callaghan on 
May 13, 2006 and is living in 
NY, NY.  Bryan and Mike 
Papaleo (2000) can be found at 
www.treetheatre.com
 
 
Shawn Connors (1999) – He 
and Jessica had their third child 
on September 8, 2006.  Her 
name is Evelyn Noreen 
Connors.  Their other two 
children are Samuel (3) and 
Amelia (17 months).   
 
 
 
 
 
(Shannon (Carnes) (1999) and Jim 
Blair ) 
 
Jim and Shannon Blair are 
expecting!  The official due 
date is April 29th, 2007. 
Ultra-sound just before 
Christmas determined they will 
be having a daughter and plan 
to name her Piper Marshall 
Blair. 
 
 
Randi Morris (2000) – is 
getting married and moving to 
Tallahassee, FL in June.  She 
has been living in the 
Springfield area, teaching in a 
tiny school this year.  This will 
be her last time to take kids to 
the IHSTF before leaving 
Illinois for her new home. 
 

 
 
2007 Spring Season 
 
Dr. Chris Mitchell will be directing 
Only An Orphan Girl, Henning 
Nelms’ old-fashioned, soul-stirring 
1890’s melodrama about human 
trials and tribulations.  The show 
will provide laughs, chances to boo 
the villain and watch good triumph 
over evil.  The show runs February 
23 – 27, 2007. 
 
The children’s show, The Frog 
Prince, will be directed by John T. 
Oertling.  The show opens on April 
9 and runs until April 13 with 9:30 
and 12:30 performances for schools 
only.  If you’re with a local school 
and want to bring students – give  
us a call to reserve your seats 581-
3121. 
 
Public performances will be held 
on April 13 and 14 at 7:00 p.m. and 
at 2:00 on April 14. 
 
When the Prince refused to 
relinquish his fresh-picked flowers 
to an old peasant woman, he had no 
idea it meant he’d spend his life as 
a FROG!  In this beautiful play for 
young audiences written by 
playwright David Mamet, the 
Prince and his loyal friend search 
for the key to undo the peasant 
woman’s spell.  Along the way 
they discover what it means to love 
unselfishly and to give to another in 
need. 
 
Student Directed One Acts 
April 22 – 24, 2007 
 
A venue where theatre student hone 
their skills in directing.  Plays 
selected for Spring 2007 are:  Garin 
Jones directing The Bald Soprano 
by Eugene Ionesco; Ryne 
McCormick directing The New 
Mrs. Jones by James Armstrong; 
Cari Maher directing For Whom 
the Southern Bell Tolls by 
Christopher Durang.   
 
The program is supported in part by 
the David L. and Audrey Jorns 
Directing Theory for the Theatre 
Award Fund.    
 
 
FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE 
(donations made after Jan. 1, 2006) 
Producer  $175 or more 
Jaqueline Bennett Dance Center Dennis & Deb Muchamore John & Juanita Roberts 
Rita, Tony & Clare Esposito                                                             John T. Oertling    J. Sain 
Jane & Herbert Laskey                                                              Kevin & Nancy Reed Bill & Carol Strode 
Shirley Moore      
        
Director  $125+ Associate Director  $100+ Stage Manager $75+ Crew $50+
Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike Jeff & Ann Cross  Bonnie Irwin & Ned Huston Scott & Penny Crawford Barry Johnson 
Cheryl & Ralph Jones David & Tricia File Dwain & Pam Naragon Kelly Harper Regnier 
Dan Hagen & Paul Beals Robert & Nancy Hennings Richard Rogers 
  
 
 
 
Your support is playing an increasingly important role in funding our program and the quality it affords.  As appropriations from the state are cut and inflation continues 
its dizzy spiral, patron support becomes a necessity.  Your voluntary donations are necessary to our success in supporting a service to the community, campus and 
region.   Please take a moment to fill out the attached form and return with your pledge or check.  Your generosity is appreciated. 
 
Make checks payable to:   Eastern Illinois University       Pledge Amount $____________ 
Mail Checks to:  University Theatre, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL  61920-3099 
 
MAILING LIST AND PLEDGE INFORMATION 
 
Name_____________________________________________________  Publish your name in program? _______yes  ______no 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________________________________________State___________________Zip_____________ 
 
Phone_________________________________________  E-mail__________________________________________________ 
 x 
 
 
NON PROFIT ORG  
US POSTAGE PAID  
PERMIT NO 24  
CHARLESTON IL 61920 
 
 
 
University Theatre       1-00045 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston,  Illinois  61920-3099 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us hear from you! 
 
We would like to include information about our alums in the newsletter.  Take a moment and let us know where 
you are and what you are doing. 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class__________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________ E-Mail_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street         City          State                 Zip 
 
NEWS ABOUT YOU OR OTHER THEATRE ARTS GRADS: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically _____ yes   _____ no 
 
MAIL TO:  Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL  61920 or 
email cfjto@eiu.edu or csdkl@eiu.edu
